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Message from Executive Director — Ken
Gordon

In 1676 Sir Issac Newton wrote “If | have
seen alittle further it is by standing on the
shoulders of Giants’ and that is how | fed
about this new role that | have as the
Executive Director of Potlatch Fund.

| am only able to be here because of the
vison, effort and dedication of the
hundreds and possibly the thousands of
people who have worked to build this
amazing organization. Asa person who is
neither Native nor American | am also
humbled by the faith and responsibility
placed on me asthe new ED.

Our vision at Potlatch Fund is smple — we
want to expand philanthropy within
Northwest Indian Country.

We want to expand philanthropy because
philanthropy provides a way in which
individuals, families and communities can
develop their own approaches to the issues,
challenges and opportunities that face
them. Intelligent philanthropy can foster
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grassroots and innovative responses to the
needs in communities. Intelligent
philanthropy can address the most pressing
needs and empower communities to take
charge of their futures.

Sadly philanthropy has been largely
missing in Indian Country. A Harvard
report has shown that for every $100 spent
by major foundations less than fifty cents
goes to Indian Country.

We are here to address thisissue. We do
this by educating donors, educating grant
seekers, brokering relationships between
foundations and Native American groups
and communities and by running our own
granting programs.

This edition of Words of Wisdom focuses
on the success of our annual Gala. The
Gala highlighted the work of Potlatch Fund
and dso honored people in the community
working to make the future better for
Northwest Indian communities.

The Gala was aso a very important fund
raiser for Potlatch Fund with about

The Journey to Successful Fundraising

The Coquille Tribe, Oregon
(Mills Casino — Cedar Room)

Planning is currently underway for 24 training opportunities in 2007. As
dates are confirmed they will be included in future newsletters and on our
website (www. potlatchfund.org). If you are interested in a training being
held in your community please contact Potlatch Fund at 206 624 6076.

$40,000 being generated to support our
programs and re-granting.

The presence and generosity of the 460
people at the Gala also gave us a huge
boost. Our mission may be smple, but the
reality of turning around generations of
neglect, oppression and misperceptions is
not.

Everyone at the Gala was a contributor to
the Potlatch Fund mission. In my former
country we have a saying:

“Whaia ko teiti kahurangi; ki te tuohu koe,
me maungateite”.

“Seek that which is most precious and if
you have to bow down make sure that it is
to alofty mountain”.

In the spirit of the potlatch.

//

Ken Gordon
Executive Director
Potlatch Fund
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We are a grantmaking foundation and leader ship development organization serving Washington, |dahc
of giving to promote economic development, natural resource protection, education, cultural preservati

Thanks for a sold out and successful 2006 Galal!

Last year | had the privilege to
attend the Potlatch Fund
Annual Gala. It was a
wonderful event that showed
the good work that was being
done by Potlatch Fund. | saw
work done on different
reservations that had a
positive impact on them. | was
inspired.

| saw the support of the
Northwest Tribal Canoe
Society and | believe that is a
very important work. The
opportunity that our people get
to experience our culture and
heritage in a safe, supportive
way can only continue to help
our communities re-gain what
was lost through generational
traumas. | do not need to
reiterate the traumas of loss of
land, culture, language,
traditional parenting, and our
culture. We all know that.

What | can do is support an
organization that understands
generational trauma and is
willing to fund community
projects that positively impact
our communities and bring our
people of all ages back to the
culture that has sustained us
for thousands of years.

Thank you, Potlatch Fund.
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Tulalip Tribes

www. potlatchfund.

Gala thoughtsfrom a participant

“This must be the largest gathering of its sort in
Washington State” was one person’s enthusiastic
response to 460 people coming together in an
evening of celebration and honor a Potlatch
Fund's annual gala. People traveled from as far
away as New Mexico and Colorado. All four
Potlatch Fund states were represented with
attendees from Montana, Oregon, Idaho and of
course Washington State.

The Snohomish Blue Heron Canoe

An early highlight for many was the arrival of
Mike Evans and the Snohomish Canoe — Blue
Heron. In a great metaphor for the whole night
Potlatch Fund staff and volunteers, guests, hotel
staff and people off the street worked together to
get Blue Heron safely into the Hyatt.

Ken Gordon,
Executive
Director of
Potlatch Fund
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Suquamish Song & Dance Group

The Suquamish Song and Dance Group
commenced the formal proceedings for the
Gaa, leading the dignitaries in a
procession, providing entertainment during
the night and also helping to close the
evening'sfestivities.

Native art grantees

During the evening the grants that Potlatch
fund had recently made to Native Artists
and groups were announced.
Recipients.
Jewell James.
House of Tears Carvers.
Robert N. Guerrero.
GloriaBird.
L evina Wilkins.
Minerva Soucie.
Janet Healy.
Cowlitz Tribe.
Gail Miller.
Pete Peterson, &
Andrea Gibson.
Boys and Girls Club of Oregon.
Annie Tester.
Nixyaawii Community School.
Gary Stevens.
Kemo M. Scott.
LornaK. Johnson.
M axine Stremler.
Shaun Peter son.

oL funding for Potlatch Tund provided by Bill and Melindd Gates Foundation| Ford Foundation/ WK Kellogg Foundation) Marguerite Case) 1


http://www.potlatchfund.org

